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JVtedical  Officer's  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horwich  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  1st  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1908.  It  is  based  chiefly  on  the  report  of  Dr.  G.  H. 
Whitaker,  for  the  eleven  months  ended  30th  November,  1908,  with 
necessary  alterations  and  additions  required  by  the  extra  month  of 
December. 


The  total  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1908, 
was  16,214. 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered,  including  those 
of  residents  outside  the  district  in  Public  Institutions,  and  deducting 
residents  from  outside  who  died  in  Public  Institutions  in  this  district 
was  210 — 98  were  males  and  112  females — giving  a net  rate  of  those 
belonging  to  the  district  of  12- 9 per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion. In  1907  the  rate  was  10-8  per  1,000. 


The  average  for  the  past  10  years  was  216,  with  a rate  of  13'2, 
calculated  on  an  average  population  of  15,683. 


Nine  persons  belonging  to  the  district  died  in  Public  Institutions 
outside  the  district,  and  one  person  died  in  Fall  Birch  Hospital 
belonging  to  another  district. 


The  natural  increase  to  the  population  was  206. 
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The  age  mortality  was  as  follows : under  1 year,  62  ; 1 year  and 
under  5,  24;  5 and  under  15,  11 ; 15  and  under  25,  12 ; 25  and  under 
65,  65 ; 65  and  upwards,  36 : North  Ward  42,  South  Ward  63,  East 
Ward  47,  and  Central  Ward  58. 


Births , — During  the  year  the  births  of  426  children  were  regis- 
tered— 218  boys  and  208  girls — equal  to  a rate  of  26’2  per  1,000. 


The  average  births  of  the  past  10  years  was  469,  with  a rate  of 
29T  per  1,000  per  annum.  In  1907  the  rate  was  24T  per  1,000. 

I append  the  usual  tables  furnished  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  duly  filled  up. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  5 years  of  age 
numbered  86 — including  62  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months. 
The  infantile  mortality  measured  in  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  1 
year  old  to  1,000  births  was  147,  as  compared  with  103  last  year. 
The  average  for  the  past  10  years  is  134. 


Zymotic  Disease. — The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  principal 
zymotic  diseases  including  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Diphtheritic  Croup,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Diarrhoea  was  20;  equal  to  a rate  of  P23  per  1,000. 


The  deaths  were  ascribed  to  the  following  causes  : Scarlet  Fever, 
6 ; Enteric  Fever,  1 ; Whooping  Cough,  10  ; Diarrhoea,  1 ; Measles, 
1 ; Membranous  Croup,  1.  In  1907  the  rate  was  T7  per  1,000  for 
28  deaths. 


Diseases  of  Organs  of  Respiration. — 42  deaths  were  due  to  these 
affections;  Pneumonia  21,  and  Bronchitis  16  ; and  other  diseases,  5. 
The  rate  is  2-5  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  2'25  in  1907. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  caused  14  deaths,  double  the  number 
registered  last  year.  One  case  died  a few  days  after  coming  into  the 
district. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  notifications  during 
the  year  amounted  to  112.  The  diseases  notified  were 
Erysipelas,  16;  Membranous  Croup,  2;  Scarlet  Fevtr,  86;  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  8.  1 am  pleased  to  report  that  this  number  is  the 

smallest  recorded  since  the  year  1896.  In  1907,  235  notifications 
were  received,  and/#®  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment 
and  isolation. 


. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — 86  cases  notified  during  the  year,  78  of  these 
being  removed  to  hospital  and  8 treated  at  home.  5 deaths 
occurred  in  hospital  and  one  at  home.  In  1907,  173  cases  weie 
notified  and  128  removed  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Only  2 cases  notified.  The 
considerable  falling  off  is  due  to  bacteriological  examinations, 
eliminating  doubtful  cases.  In  1907,  34  cases  were  notified. 

Enteric  Fever. — 8 cases  were  notified,  and  1 death,  compared  with 
8 notifications  and  2 deaths  in  L907. 

Whooping  Cough  was  destructive  among  the  young,  10  deaths 
being  recorded,  as  against  9 in  1907. 

Measles. — Only  1 death  due  to  this  complaint.  The  disease 
during  the  year  has  not  been  so  prevalent  or  destructive  as  in  former 
years. 


Erysipelas. — 16  cases  notified  with  1 death,  in  1907,  20  cases 
with  1 death. 

Small  Pox. — No  manifestations  of  this  disease  during  the  year. 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. — 82  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital  for  treatment  and  isolation  : Scarlet  Fever,  78  ; Enteric 
Fever,  4,  a number  considerably  lower  than  that  of  the  three 
previous  years. 

In  all  infectious  cases  disinfectants  were  supplied,  bedding, 
clothing,  &c.  disinfected  and  premises  cleansed. 

Inspections  have  been  regularly  and  specially  made  throughout 
the  district. 

General  Sanitary  Work. — The  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
reviewed  this  already  somewhat  in  detail  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  recapitulation. 


The  inspector’s  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  shews 
that  considerable  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  detection  and 
abatement  of  nuisances  with  somewhat  satisfactory  results.  The 
total  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  number  1323,  and  that  no  legal 
proceedings  were  necessary  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Council’s 
requirements  displays  a readiness  on  the  part  of  owners  and  occupiers 
to  conform  to  reasonable  demands. 
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The  following  is  the  Inspector  s summary  : 


Defects  to  drains,  closets,  waste  pipes,  &c.  made  good  ...  360 

Repairs  to  yard  walls,  doors,  ashpits,  privies,  and  pail 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

New  drains  to  premises  provided...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Intercepting  and  inspection  chambers  built  ...  ...  80 

New  w.c.’s  provided...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

New  and  improved  gullies  and  tops,  new  slop  pipes,  &c. 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  on  house  drains  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Privies,  pail  closets,  and  ashpits  abolished...  ...  ...  60 

Reflagging  of  yards,  and  general  repairs  about  house 

property...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Defective  roofs,  spouting,  and  rain  water  pipes  ...  ...  10 

Accumulation  of  manure,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  pail  closet  built  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Passage  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  1323 


Birth  Notification. — The  adoption  of  this  Act  is  under  considera- 
tion. 


The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

/.  5.  SEWELL , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Horwich,  January  30th,  1909, 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1908  and  previous  Years. 


Horwich  Urban  Sanitary  District 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 

IN 

Public 
Institu- 
tions IN 

THE 

District. 

9 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 
register’d 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District. 

10 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
register’d 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions 
beyond 
the 

District. 

11 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages 

BELONGING  TO  THE 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

2 

T T 4 1 V 

At  all  Ages. 

Year. 

1 

Number 

3 

Rate* 

4 

Number. 

5 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
register’d 
6 

Number. 

7 

Rate* 

8 

Number. 

12 

Rate* 

13 

1898 

15400 

518 

33  6 

78 

150 

205 

13  3 

2 

203 

131 

1899 

15700 

485 

30-8 

76 

156 

225 

14-3 

2 

223 

14  2 

1900 

15960 

526 

32-9 

82 

155 

265 

16-6 

l 

266 

16-6 

1901 

15084 

462 

306 

75 

162 

205 

13-7 

3 

208 

13-7 

1902 

15337 

486 

31-6 

47 

96 

209 

13-6 

5 

214 

13-9 

1903 

15614 

496 

31-7 

62 

125 

237 

15-1 

1 

4 

240 

15-3 

1904 

15837 

464 

29-2 

61 

131 

207 

13*4 

10 

217 

13-6 

1905 

15886 

454 

28-5 

68 

149 

212 

13-3 

5 

3 

6 

215 

13  5 

1906 

15976 

421 

26-4 

48 

114 

202 

12  6 

13 

4 

4 

202 

12  6 

1907 

16000 

387 

241 

40 

O 

CC 

173 

11-3 

16 

8 

8 

173 

10  8 

Averages 
for  years 
1898-1907 

15883 

469 

29 

68 

134 

218 

134 

3 

2 

4 

216 

13  2 

1908 

16214 

426 

26-2 

62 

147 

202 

12-4 

7 

1 

9 

210 

12-9 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estinated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water) 


3,202. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  1 5,084 \ 

At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  3,159  V of 

1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse  4-7/ 


*- 


TABLE  II.  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1908. 
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Isolation  Hospital. — Fall  Birch  Hospital  for  Horwich,  Westhoughton,  and  Blackrod. 
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TABLE  IV. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1908, 

HORWICH  URBAN  SHNITTiRy  DISTRICT. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

DEATHS  AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  ‘‘RESIDENTS  ” 
WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Death  at  all  ages  of  “ Resi- 
dents ” BELONGING  TO  LOCAL- 
ITIES, WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN 
OR  BEYOND  THE  LflSTRICT. 

Total 

Deaths 

WHETHER  OF 

“Residents” 

OR  “ NON- 

Residents  ” 
in  Public 

INSTITUTIONS 

IN  THE 

District. 

All 

ages 

Under 

1 yea 

1 and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

| 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

North 

Ward 

South 

Ward 

East 

Ward 

Centr’l 

Ward 

Small-pox 

1 

Measles  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

Whooping-cough 

10 

6 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

Diptheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup  .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Croup 

("Typhus 

Fever < Enteric  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^ Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cholera  ... 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

Enteritis  ... 

14 

9 

2 

1 

1 , 

1 

2 

5 

7 

Puerperal  Fever... 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis  .. 

14 

1 

5 

8 

2 

6 

i 

5 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

10 

4 

4 

2 

1 

4 

i 

4 

Cancer,  magligant  disease 

19 

13 

6 

2 

7 

4 

6 

Bronchitis 

16 

1 

i 

5 

9 

4 

5 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

21 

9 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

8 

4 

8 

1 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Respira 

tory  Organs  ... 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Alcoholism  ...  \ 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

i 

l 

Venereal  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth... 

12 

12 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Diseases  and  accidents  oi 

parturition 

1 

i 

1 

Heart  diseases 

12 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

5 

3 

3 

Accidents 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Suicides  ... 

j All  other  causes  ... 

54 

17 

2 

1 

1 

19 

14 

11 

21 

10 

12 

All  causes 

210 

62 

24 

11 

12 

65 

36 

| 42 

63 

47 

58 

7 

, 


■ 
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HORWICH  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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CD 
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05 
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All  ) 

Certified 

18 

8 

i 

2 

24 

9 

1 

6 

3 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

62 

Causes.  J 

Uncertified  ... 

'Small  Pox 

Common 
Infectious  ^ 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Diseases. 

Diptheria  : Croup 

VW  hooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

/Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

1 

1 

Diarrhceal 
Diseases,  i 

EnteritisMuco-Euter-'\ 
itis,  Gastro-enteritis  f 
Gastritis,  Gastro-  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

intestinal  Catarrh  / 

1 

/'Premature  Birth 

10 

10 

1 

1 

12 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

4 

1 

5 

f> 

Wasting 

Diseases. 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  'i 
Starvation  j 
Atrophy,  Debility,  1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Marasmus) 
/Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

TuberculousPeritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous  ) 

1 

1 

Diseases) 

/Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(not  Tuberculous ) j 

Other  Causes) 

Convulsions  ... 
Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

i 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Suffocation,  overlying. 

1 

1 

'Other  Causes  ... 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

18 

3 

i 

2 

24 

9 

1 

6 

3 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

62 

( legitimate 

415. 

( legitimate  infants 

59. 

Births  in  the  Year 

(_  illegitimate 

11. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  < 

(_ illegitimate  infants 

3. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  210. 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908.  16,214. 


Horwich  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


i.— INSPECTION. 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

16 

0 

0 

Workshops  ... 

40 

4 

0 

Workplaces  ... 

46 

3 

0 

Total  

102 

7 

0 

2.— DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  ventilation 

6 

6 

0 

Other  nuisances 

4 

4 

0 

Total 

10 

10 

0 

3.— HOME  WORK. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Number 

of 

Inspections. 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  &c. 

4 

4 

8 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Factories  ... 

13 

Workshops... 

17 

Workplaces 

27 

Bake  Houses 

14 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

71 

